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to July 13, 1898. It would be charitable to denominate such
action an inconsistency.

The mail of July 10th brought many newspapers from home
to the squadron, and in all of them were fuller details of the
battle of July 3d. Almost without exception those dailies gave
the credit of the victory to the commander of the Second Squad-
ron and ignored the New York as a factor in it.

In that same spirit of generous fairness to share the honors
and glories of that great victory with all who helped to achieve
it, no matter how little in degree, the telegram which follows
was transmitted the afternoon of that day, through Admiral
Sampson, to the Secretary of the Navy.

FLAGSHIP Brooklyn,

OFF SANTIAGO DE CUBA, July 10, 1898.

Feel some mortification that tlie newspaper accounts of July 6th nave
attributed victory on July 3d almost entirely to me. Victory was secured
by the force under command Commander-in-Chief, North Atlantic Sta-
tion, and to him the honor is due. The end of line held by the Brooklyn
and the "Vixen was heavily assailed, and had the honor, with the Oregon.*
of being in the battle from the beginning to the end. And I do not doubt
for a moment full and proper credit will be given to all persons and all
ships in the official report of the combat.

W.  S.  SCBXET.

This telegram was handed in person to Admiral Sampson,
who, after reading it carefully, said: "Sehley, this is kind and
generous; I will transmit it at once." The admiral and the com-
mander of the Second Squadron had been friends for forty years,
and during their official association there had been no break or
misunderstanding. Surely no expression of disapproval of the
military operations or actions of the commander of the Second
Squadron had ever been made by him. Until the communica-
tion of Mr. Long, on February 6, 1899, to the Senate, seven
months after the battle, in which was published for the first time
Sampson's letter of July 10th containing reflections upon the
conduct of the commander of the Flying Squadron, there had
been no manifested expression of disapproval from the depart-
ment or Admiral Sampson. It was the first intimation that
"reprehensible conduct" had been charged, hut how this could
be reconciled with a telegram received from Sampson on Mayews at some vessels,
